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At last, a black Canada by black Canadians
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Pestition as Deslred

AL ithe Risyal Db i Mkt
L Merch JT. 2300 1, 100 Qratme
Park Toromds,; wws rom.onda

& o way b the ipbctagular
ﬂ 11 Anatud exhibition at the
Royal Ontario Museum, take fhe
tirses 0o cere Poridtioon i Deiieed - a
much iamalber, pach lews publi-
cized [l in ne way bess valuable
reor bess Bemaintiful ) exchabs tor oF
fanlied in visdem with ehe krial-
Ul CREravaganaa

Posthon as Desired s @ concise
I ouraied exbabd ko ol conbem
psrary o somss historseal)
phitographic roproscrdabioss of
thee Africam ' Cari bhean dlasporic
experienoe in Canada - as wit
neised and captuned by Alsican
Caradiaes:, Thoy dnginction i -
RTANL, 33 museurms | Fm et
picking o dhe BOM Bere, e s
seilingy in pencral ) bave 4 keg
and unplearant history of pre-
SEnbing nor-white people 48 “the
othe,”™ via imupery ot created by
wald "other™ To prosent portraits
ana] phasio-represenatons of Af-
rican Canadians wkes ey
by Alricas Canddiarm i s inheee
nily palitical action, cvem now

But I let the RO speak o ic-
el As Selvia Formi, the mUsEunm's
aanieiabe curalor of Work] Cul-
ftures, nobes inher ioreword fo Po-
s ion as Desired's Carabogue.
“Alrican Canadisso Are Bl few:
oomer B 1 land. .. Yl theis
prowsenc initha dominamsd nams
thre bs sthll sos often muarginal
Furthermaore, Ford wrilss, “Ad
with any museum, the soope of
Ehe ROM's exhibits: e limited b
thoe areas best covered by our
collegtions . [asd] thene ang
msany impartant sturies thad can-
ni be inkd relving only on o
CPTh RO CEe™

n othier words, o show of imag-
e bladk Canssdians taken by
bl i il Pl Do g
ol ourted. And Peistion ai De
i mmploys excdllend sounces
I oonhy & Buandiul of the meoa-con
e porary vernacalar works ane
e idenitities of the photogra:
phon uskeows, andor presup
posed #0 have Beer mken by
non-Black artsis

The sipmature werk is Peridion
ax Dewined e [t L Peirogs
stunming Sigm - 3 Large portrair of
& voung black saan dresied irma
Fypicall Caratian fur-lined parka

et L. Poteoa's Sigre Thene by pe mach going oo i this phatograph, one barely knewi whare o ddart.

Hiclc Chabaf; Soame Mew

Danod] diesparts trom his pholo-re
AliST Pl And resen b une Xt
e ly emctional kene-and-pigmani
geomeetrics. T Ot 14 [har Con

T el bisailn drectly into the
camara, his gaee fepused as a laacr
anl yet saodt, open dnd curkds

Hi ndnnth i clenand, bk drea
diocks tumible out froem unsler the
enormrscag b, sired Bhe boaedin
et aned tBarnb ol ki g Bunl

Lemmpordr ), |00 Niagdrd 51, T L

Raftad el il Fusrpos.

IF thvere™s & hail bariblians Comirur
Igle=idag Baren s wied in his wikl
gralfgl-drhven passtingi, IF st
@ huse kenanamy omily tothe an-
e, T vow, 6, Prak Gallery

3 Morrow A, Torafila

RLML. Viesgghan

TR dl in a sigralling pes-
fure. The man looks penisdve, per-
s amgTy. oot aleo 25 imarigued
oy hiks polecebs bl i ngiu Jrk Fic
eres clearly i by ehe maded
Thre i i mvuch polng omin
this photograph, o barely
knaas wihepe b slast. Firse off, if s
dgply Camadian - §vwear | have
thak wery parka somewhere in my
closed. Amd w0 do voul Seconmdly

the hared pesiure s endgmnare: 1 i
i welinming gpesiuee, & wisming
peiture, of 3 culiurally gpes
grectingt The viewer must decide
Land, yes, mnany peopls will sead it
B8 i pang algn," and Peteos b
pliyisg wigh that eension )

The model's gaze ks equally am
trvadent, and in prewenting this
ambivalersce, Fetoe b Bsth in-
kg Al wiaiking inat ihar
tredd, racist meotiom of © “inscra-
tadble.~ possibly dlangercan ather
Pt s phusbs diki the vicwer o
acknomalodge hivher oun pecpad
loes [black mam a8 gangsier, the
“angry black mus " sieeorypel,
while ibmalancously admiding

the beeauny of the mman's [aoe, e
eacpaiing, alescat linesgical coim-
poaition of the photograph, amd

| the sensual presence of the down

Blled Blanker ble pasha

st Sigri b placed af 1B foont
door of Ehe Canadian heritage ex-
hibdtiom hall i no sccldent. This

| bk g, ehie plicement relh

I irngsrtant bon, and deserves

| wrall mpace inany true assembly of

haritape makers

Chsinnir Leilie mines wdsralar
Fch viglnd with ber serlcs Divmye-
thing irie. Photographang family
s bers amed friemads trom Per [
miaican-Camadian cammunily,
Laslie brix her ¥ spealk for
themachees. The 4. & 0T
et ol ines eqpiiad par, with the
g hall takoen up by a hoad-asd-
shoukders portrait. the bodiom by
uotes, im famaican patoe, from
e guibdects. The photographs
haree also boen gesdly tinted in
e, pold and green.

My lavourise droms (his sulle ks
e paatradl of “Aunll Loma™ - &
handuamse, middle-aged woman

| i cwiep suilt jacket wio recoanis

heer pimie &5 a e rrber off the Beit
th Wornen Rovval Ay Ceep, ~kle
salha”

| ik cane o de licklest at

Aumil Lorna rememnbsers. But
[eon chie Boeoll off B dietcmined

| srniling Laoe, | aipect i was not

Tz o ] wikh ot any welgha

By letiing heer subjects iell pam
ol Ehedr life srorie, goasd andd bl
Liexlic dows nuore than give voloo
I e’ poriraits, shee creases a now
el i Lmagery - one ol thide Lage,
miiliigensrathomal rovels that Ca
nadians wribe g buy by the
bruckload. Leslie's nowvel-in-pic-
Do, hapwever, |8 pvsth mone &
te-eainl g, Al fere nederary

CHbser highlights include Megan
Miorgan’s neworked family pheoto
praphn, wheneln Lices age ol
Hasred in a Eind o colour-cadiad
!-Iqﬂ.'mrl.l-ﬂﬂr_l‘mllﬂlnphhnrk
g Morgan's aacmblige wpeado
o the poswer of Lty which is
the pre-eondrsent thame in Posi
thon am Desired

Apells Fakhviid's ol an alsoms
imgg imnape of a shirtless black man
v Fade b partially coreded by
& e ity apiialled Lirpet ciicle
while Michar| (hambom's re
eirsls s, via & e 18 immage of
& e bl b mtan witeins apper
By sl e e carverndd by &
haser sundloeer, £ hak the naked
realithes {pan inicaded | of black
uibemiid w1l peniiin olwdouge
ehe dofminant cullae.

All this excellent work iz only a

| It el wha s cm alfer in Fosi-

thon a Desired My only sugges
cio Tor impeoreenacnt i that the
BN prrreceand Bl whanarmnoa |1|,||:
per spasce, with more works from
the artis and cheir peers
Miphodly wiosald mnkia & couplo of
dirawsan for a month or two



