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In 1963, after Semmel had gotten a BFA from Pratt Institute, her husband’s agency relocated him to Madrid. “We 
went for a 12 months,” she says, “and I stayed for seven and a half.” She preferred how far cash went in Spain — 
the household lived in a duplex house with a pool on the roof — and the liberating expertise of being a nonnative. 
In a revealing essay titled “A Vital Elaboration,” which seems within the catalog that accompanied her 2015 
present, “Joan Semmel: Throughout 5 A long time,” at Alexander Grey Associates in New York, the gallery she has 
been with for a decade, she writes, “As an American artist and a foreigner in Madrid, I used to be not anticipated to 
adapt. They thought-about all international ladies completely immoral, so it didn’t actually matter.” She loved, too, 
the “heady combine” of individuals from “all strata of life,” together with “international correspondents … enterprise 
expatriates and any variety of characters out of F. Scott Fitzgerald.” Semmel notes that “I emerged a distinct 
particular person.” She had a son, Andrew, in 1965 and, after her husband left for South America, she remained in 
Madrid, the place she exhibited her summary work. (“I believe they have been very robust,” she asserts.) In 1970, 
when her son was of college age, she returned with the youngsters to New York and filed for divorce, which she 
had been unable to do in Spain, the place it was unlawful.

SEMMEL’S LIFE AS an artist actually took off after she settled into her loft. It was then that she began working 
figuratively, a daring transfer at a time when the model was thought-about if not useless, then at the least passé. 
She additionally found feminism, which led to her involvement with different ladies artists, together with Joyce 
Kozloff, Judith Bernstein, Might Stevens, Miriam Schapiro, Anita Steckel, Carolee Schneemann, Juanita McNeely, 
Nancy Spero, Emma Amos and Hannah Wilke, who all wished to alter the tradition with their work. (I inform 
Semmel this checklist of names is simply too lengthy to incorporate on this piece in full, however she is adamant 
about my preserving each one.) “There was nice pleasure in New York Metropolis at the moment,” she says. 
“There was a continuing interchange that lasted by means of the down years.”
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In 1973, Semmel joined Steckel’s nascent Combat Censorship (FC) group, whose agenda targeted on the broader 
acceptance of sexually express artworks by ladies. Shortly thereafter, Semmel started to create her “Intercourse 
Work” and “Erotic Collection,” which encompass large-scale depictions of bare heterosexual {couples} performing 
intercourse acts. With the “Erotic Collection” she moved from working from drawings to black-and-white images 
she’d taken of the {couples}, principally mates (in a few of Semmel’s works, she’s included a picture of herself 
wielding the digital camera), however continued to make use of nonrepresentational coloration as a major aspect. 
“At the moment, the usage of images by a painter was thought-about not fairly professional,” she writes in “A Vital 
Elaboration.” However, she goes on, “I appropriated the modeled kind and easy floor of the intently cropped 
{photograph} into my work, which tended to push the picture out from the image airplane into the viewer’s house. 
… This served as a distancing machine defining the thing as artwork, and separating it from the realm of 
pornography.”




