Marking catalytic years in women’s rights,
Women.Now. is a potent exhibition chronicling their
impact on contemporary society and art...
we-heart.com/2018/11/30/women-now-austrian-cultural-forum-new-york/
Lisa Davidson

November 30, 2018

Paying homage to two major anniversaries and uniting artists from different generations
—commenting on women’s role in modern society and the arts, and paying tribute to
monumental periods in women’s rights—Women.Now. is a powerful group exhibition
showcasing contemporary female artists based in Austria and the United States.
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Using mixed-media storytelling, the New York exhibition tells the story of both women’s
suffrage—2018 marking 100 years of the movement that saw activists risking their lives
and livelihoods for a voice in public decision-making make its way to Austria—and the
events of 1968, the year in which the feminist avant-garde was formed; the legacy of
these moments told through the lens of a contemporary art scene in which gender
disparities still exist.
Curated by Sabine Fellner, the comprehensive show features a diverse body of work that
explores where the role of women lies in contemporary society—artists Ellen Lesperance,
Ines Doujak, and Uli Aigner focussing on trades traditionally associated with women;
Sevda Chkoutova creating an expansive mural exploring the link between lust, sexuality,
and perceptions of beauty. From grasping at the concept of why femininity is so tightly
bound to physical appearance to exploitation in the fashion industry, the cultural
constructs of womanhood to sexual liberation, Women.Now. seeks to define how far—or
not—women’s rights have come since those catalytic years.
Taking place at The Austrian Cultural Forum New York (ACFNY), Women.Now. is a potent
reminder of landmark moments in equality and the women’s rights movement, and a
document of their impact on society, culture, and politics today.
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