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COCO FUSCO 

LEARNING THE RULES OF THE GAME 

Statement by Helaine S. Klasky- Yale University, Spokesperson 

New Haven, Conn. -April 17
1 
2008 

Ms. Shvarts is engaged in performance art Her art project includes visual representations, a press release and other narrative materials. She stated to three senior Yale University officials today, including two deans, that she did not impregnate herself and that she did not induce any miscarriages. The entire project is an art piece, a creative fiction designed to draw attention to the ambiguity surrounding form and function of a woman's body. 
She is an artist and has the right to express herself through performance art. 
Had these acts been real, they would have violated basic ethical standards and raised serious mental 

I and physical health concerns. 

The artist, writer, and educator Coco Fusco has been Based on her decodes of experience both as a 

practicing artist navigating the world of commercial art 

galleries and as a teacher helping to shape the outlook 

of newer generations of aspiring artists, Texte zur 

Kunst invited Professor Fusco to answer some ques

tions related to the recent revelations concerning the 

exploitation of authority emerging from the art world. 

What follows is an exchange and debate about how 

at the forefront of debates in the United States on the 

topic of equality for women and students of color in art 

schools and art institutions, Her work as o professor at 

American universities has put her in a unique position 

to provide an institutional account of how discrimina

tion and abuses of power have traveled through the 

pedagogical context so vital to the education and pro

duction of young artists in America. 

108 ART WITHOUT RULES? 

we can think the two spheres - art and rule-breaking -

together, if at all. 
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