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CARRIE MOYER I3 A SELF-PROCLAIMED “painting balaver,” whosa fis-
tevy of poditical activsm gives Backbons o a body of wovk that can stand up
without -'r The wisual diawgitts that har pantings offer—congenas of sirange,
suggasie anfhropamorphic shapes layared batwesn Apping, indescent
wels—arg o manifest that earming anything more about the artlst and her
MBeans might be wmecassany. Trae beauty, however, rewands the curious.

Moyer wirs bom in Detrolt in 1960 to young parents whao, in the spint
of the day, were searching for themselvas. When Moyer was 10, the fam-
iy mdwed, first to Cellfornia and then fo a succession of towng Mvoughout
the Pacific Northwest, sustained by biue-coiliar jobs and back-to-the-lamd
values. [n 1875, Moyer headed east, firs! to Benninglon Cofege in Varmant,
and then ta Pratl Institufe in New York, whare she received a BF4 in paint-
ing in T985. She then earned an MA i computer graphic design from the
New York Institute of Technodogy (1980) and later an MPA from Bard College
in upstate New York (2007). Frory 1857 until 2004, Moyer and & friend, Sue
Sohaffrer, constiited Dyke Achion Maghine! [DAMI), a two-person agiipron
oparation that proroted lesbian swaranass throwgh public At projfects.

Now at midicansar, Moyer has been making acrylic paintings on #man or
canvas for rgarly 20 vears, offen using pows and fingerprinls and adding
giittar. From the mig-'90s io the mid-"00s, her paintings reflacted her design
axpenancs, and fealured legithe imagery and flal, posieclike space. Than,
in 2005, Moyer began inventing ambiguous figurel sublects and placing
them i shadowy, slageive workds. Since 2010, she has plunged desper
into abstrachion, aifenuaning her refarances fo bodias and spaces whils
amplifying shape, color and fextivg. Morar's poiilics have long dirscted har
choice of subject matler laeding har agrdy on e incorparate it har paint-
ings revoiutionary figuras ke Karl Marx or Mao Zedong. As tima has passed,
swch decisions, likg her means, have gronn more Swebite, and her work has
Dacome more anigmelnc. It & & megsucs of Moper's currant confidence as &
paintar thal she's found 8 way o suborgmnate polamics (o esiics.

Since 1583, Moyer has exhibited her paintings in a dozen one-parson
exhibitions and over 100 group shows in the LLS. and Europe. Her othar pur-
suits include feaching and writing. This month sha foing the aoully of Hunler
College’s art depariment as an associalte professor, after having previousiy
faughi af ATS0. Ehe has bean writhng abowt &rt for move than a decade
and iz 8 reguiar contribuior to this magazing. Moyer and | faked aarly this
Sunmmgn, cnai e cowrse of two wanm afferncons, in her studlio—a modest
250-square-foot space caned oul of the Brookiyn foft she shares with her
pavtogn the artist Sheila Pape.

CURREMNTLY OMN VIEW
Carrie Moyar, "Canonical,”
M Yark,

Sept. 14-Oct. 16.

STEEL STILLMAN 'What ane your
mamoriés of Datroit In the 196057
CARRIE MOYER My father and mem-
bars of my extended familly worked on
Ford assermbly lines, and we lved in a
wirking-ciazs nelghboshood, nod Tar
irgim thi site of the 1987 riots, which
we could see from our apartment, My
pirgnts wira Sl teanagars when |
WS Do and iy BECams seepl up
in the activist spirit of the decade. |
remembar Baing taken 1o chil ights
rallies and peace marches, and I stil
heve a copy of Mag's Litthe Red Book
that was ghvan to me by & creepy-
locking guy on the Mational Mall.
Theawgh | attended public schools,
my mother was passionate about
altenmalive aducation, and she idaals
ized artists. She set up a room in our
small apariment for my younge: sister
and me 1o wse as an art siudio, and
on weakends she would taka us fo
tha Dwiroit Institute of Arts 1o look at
the Diggo Rivera murals.

STILLMAM Did you study art in
high sehaal?

MOYER | took a few painting class-
&%, bul by then my primary interast
had become dance. In 18738 | weni
to Banfinglon on & dance scholar-
ghip, DUt was i 8 bad Car accidant
that first vear and had to drop out.
I'd shattered my elbow and couldn’t
dance anymara. 50 | moved to Meaw
York, and, after a yaar of physical
therapy and taking classas at the Art
Studaenis Laague, | enralled at Pratt
as a painting major.

Eaing in art school was like being
in heaven. | got to make things all
day long. every day. The paint-
imgs | made at Pratt ware a mix of
the modernism of people like Dova
and Hartley and the cartaonigh
absiraction that Elizabath Murray,
2ill Jensen and others were practic-
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