ARTNEWS

Franklin Sirmans to Curate Special Frieze New York Section Dedicated to Pioneering New York Gallery

Just Above Midtown
BY John Chiaverina POSTED 04/18/19 2:32 PM

During the 1970s and ’80s, the New York
gallery Just Above Midtown showed
important early work from now-legendary
black artists including David Hammons
and Senga Nengudi. Today, the Pérez Art
Museum Miami announced that its
director, Franklin Sirmans, will curate a
special section of this year’s Frieze New
York art fair dedicated to the work of artists
affiliated with the space. The fair takes
place between May 2 and 5 in Randall’s
Island Park.

Just Above Midtown was founded by Linda
Goode Bryant—who at the time was the
director of education at the Studio
Museum in Harlem and just 23 years old—
as a response to the lack of exhibition

opportunities for African-American artists.

Lorraine O’Grady, Untitled (Mile Bourgeoise Noire celebrates with her
friends), 1980-83/2009). Silver gelatin print, 7 x 9.31 in.
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“Linda Goode Bryant’s gallery and its experiments with art and artists is the stuff of legend. She gave a

home to artists now considered to be part of the canon when they had nowhere else to present their

work,” Sirmans said in a statement. “If she had only showed David Hammons, Adrian Piper, and

Lorraine O’Grady that alone would be enough to celebrate, but when considering JAM’s impact in

totality, we discover evidence of the great history she created.”

A portion of fees from the galleries in the section will be donated to Project Eats, a neighborhood-centric

urban agricultural program spearheaded by Bryant. A rundown of the artists slated for the special section

follow below.
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- Dawoud Bey (Rena Bransten Gallery, Stephen Daiter Gallery)

— Norman Lewis (Michael Rosenfeld Gallery)

- Senga Nengudi (Thomas Erben Gallery, Lévy Gorvy, Spriith Magers)
- Lorraine O’Grady (Alexander Gray Associates)

- Howardena Pindell (Garth Greenan)

- Lorna Simpson (Hauser & Wirth)

- Ming Smith (Jenkins Johnson Gallery)
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