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It’s never too late... to build a market

For all the attention given to young market darlings such as Lucien Smith and Oscar Murillo, galleries at last
month's art fairs seemed to be just as interested in promoting overlooked or forgotten talents. “"Older artists
come with credentials, whether or not they’ve had a market,” says one dealer. “I've seen lots of gallerists look-
ing around, asking, 'Who can I rediscover?™
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Paula Modersohn-Becker (1876-1907)

At the ADAA fair, Galerie St. Etienne exhibited seven paintings by the German
modernist Paula Modersohn-Becker. The pictures have belonged to a single fam-
ily since the 1930s and represent the largest collection of her work in the US.
Modersohn-Becker died at the age of 31, leaving only a small amount of work,
but her stature has slowly grown since. The art historian Diane Radycki has
called her “the missing piece in the history of 20th-century Modernism.” The
gallery sold five works within the first three days of the fair, including Portrait of
Blond-Haired Girl in White Dress, 1905, and Peasant Woman with Child and Dog,
around 1902 (right), each for $400,000 to $500,000. J.H. and P.P.




