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Reviews

Dawit L. Petros and Bryan Jackson

Dawit  L. Petros, Propostion 1: Mountain
Photo: Courtesy Alexander Gray Associates,
New York

Alexander Gray Associates, through Sept 8 (see Chelsea).

In the first room of this double debut,
Dawit L. Petros obliquely evokes his
own experience as an Eritrean
emigrant to Canada. A photograph
found on the Internet of two black
climbers flanking a wooden “welcome”
sign in the snows of Mount
Kilimanjaro, for example, is
juxtaposed with two larger photos by
the artist himself: One shows a
wordless replica of the sign erected
on the frozen tundra near Churchill,
Manitoba. The other features a dark-
skinned hand holding out a mountain-shaped pile of salt over a California salt
flat. A horizon line shared by all three pictures continues on an adjacent wall as
a division between areas painted blue and white, which miraculously become an
expansive, abstract landscape. A video synopsizes the artist’s winter train trip to
Churchill,  along Hudson Bay, subtly interweaving nature, displacement and
whiteness—both literal and metaphorical.

In the next gallery, Bryan Jackson casts two Bratz dolls in Softly, a shorthand
gay love story in the form of a music video. Accompanied by an electronica
soundtrack, the video features a meet-cute via instant-messaging and a shower
scene. Jackson films his vapid, big-eyed actors in pitch-perfect sets, including
the doll-sized bedroom (exhibited in the gallery), outfitted with a miniature
Eames chair, an orange messenger bag on the carpeted floor, and a bookshelf

Reviews and listings of New York art galleries and museums

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/35ed/14/cb/%2a/j;139769670;0-0;0;20563325;2321-160/600;22755879/22773762/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://oascentral.timeoutny.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timeout.com/newyork/art/L23/346933629/Right1/TimeoutNY/NYCCo_Shop4_07Oct_Rgt1_NY/Shop4School_160x600_DART.html/52684e4d58456355312f414143625231?http://www.nycvisit.com/shopforclass
http://oascentral.timeoutny.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/timeout.com/newyork/art/L23/1521080096/Right/TimeoutNY/00House_x_right_freeflix_ros/Right_FF.jpg/52684e4d58456355312f414143625231


You're Invited
 

Student Guide
Visitor Information

 
Contact Us
Get Listed
Media Kit

Subscribe Now
Subscriber Services

TONY Store
We're Hiring

 

SHARE | del.icio.us | digg | facebook | reddit | e-mail

SUBSCRIBE TO TIME OUT NEW YORK

Subscribe now for only $19.97! Get the week's full listings on where to eat, what to see, who to meet and
why to be so happy to be a New Yorker! You'll  get a full year of TONY delivered to your door, and when you
pay now, you'll get exclusive subscriber-only access to our searchable website!

SUBSCRIBE NOW

First Name

Address 1

City

Zip

 

 

Last Name

Address 2

State New York

Email

Time Out New York respects your privacy. We will only use your email address in order to contact you with regards to your
subscription and to send you our weekly e-newsletter. We will not share this information with anyone.

If you're not completely satisfied write "cancel"  on the bill,  return it and owe nothing. Otherwise, you'll receive 51 issues for
just $19.97. (Domestic subscriptions only. For Canadian orders, click here . For all  other foreign orders click here .)

Click here  for information regarding an existing subscription.
Gift subscriptions

Copyright © 2000-2007Time Out New York | Site map | Privacy policy  | Subscribe | Advertise

Eames chair, an orange messenger bag on the carpeted floor, and a bookshelf
with tiny volumes on Derek Jarman. At the end of the video, the camera pulls
back to reveal a klieg light and one of the dolls in a director’s chair, suggesting a
metafiction that is both preposterously campy and strangely affecting.
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