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Through Oct. 3

in his second New York show, Hugh
Steers infuses images of gay life with
a combination of domestic Lender-
ness and militancy that the subject
has, up to now, rarely invited in figur-
ative painting.

Mr. Steers's style suggests the
forthright illustrational realism of
American Scene painting. The lig-
ures, mostly of young men — often
parily nude, somelimes dressed in
women's clothes — are solidly mod-
eled and placed in sparsely furnished

but theatrically lighted interiors. One
is brieflly reminded of Eric Fischl's
suburban psychodramas, though the
two painters could hardly be more
different. In place of Mr. Fischl's
calculated voyeurism, Mr. Steers of-
fers an én view of a world in
which AIDS has colored even every-
day interactions with an awareness
of mortality.

In a small oil sketch titled “Paper
Cut” one man gently kisses n wound
on the finger of another; In "“Fam-
ily," m woman bathes a man, presum-
ably her grown son, in a tub. In one of
the show's impressive large paint.
in s,w;nudtmmu:hndnmeukn:e
ub embrac seen through a clear
plastic Mm# curtain; in another
painting a man isolated in the center
of a room fearfully raises a mirror
above his head to examine his throat
for signs of infection.

From painting to painting, the emo-
tional temperature varies, creating a
complex expressive texture. In one of
the show's mosl poignant images, &
flooded with goiden utumnal HEht

wi autum

recalling lm.‘ﬂr?hnd in one of the
most siriking, & man stands for a
Barogue-siyle full-length portrait, re-
plete with a huge swag of purple
cloth. He wears a mini-skirt, black
pumps and a T-shirt burinﬁ the
American flag. One hand is on his hip,
the other a baseball bat, its up
just an inch from the as if it
were lensed 10 swing. His face is hall
hidden in shadow, but his fixed side-
long stare embodies the sometlimes
suppressed anger that underpins Mr.
Steers's compelling work.
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